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Plan for all-online college 


No college degree 


2.5 million Californians ages 25 to 34 
have high school diplomas or some 


college but no degree. Most are 
employed but “economically 
and educationally stranded.” 
The governor believes they can 
benefit from an online college. 


49% 
(1,233,930) 


31% 
(798,106) 
9% 
7% 
(182,299) (238,640) 3% 
me ME ce 
(11,969) a] 
White Black Native Asian 


Other Hispanic 


Source: State Department of Finance John Blanchard / The Chronicle 


Brown seeks program to allow millions to gain job skills 


By Nanette Asimov 


California should create a 
public college entirely online to 
help millions of working adults 
gain the skills they need to 
work in the new economy and 
raise their pay, Gov. Jerry 
Brown said Wednesday as part 
of the $132 billion state budget 
he proposed for 2018-19. 

Brown, who has long urged 
the California State University 
and University of California to 
rely more on online courses to 


reduce costs and raise gradua- 
tion rates — and has often been 
frustrated in the process — has 
now turned toa method he 
believes will be more success- 
ful: a community college, ded- 
icated to helping adults without 
a college degree improve their 
job prospects, that would even 
enable students to take classes 
through their phones. 

“This is targeted to several 
million people who can up- 
grade their skills by taking 
online courses and maintaining 


Brown’s 
‘prudent 
budget’ 


> The governor 
proposes a 
record-setting 
$132 billion 
budget even as 
he urges law- 
makers to re- 
main vigilant in 
planning for an 
inevitable reces- 
sion. A8 


their employment, which they 
certainly need,” Brown said, in 
presenting his proposed budget 
at the state Capitol. 

Although anyone could en- 
roll, the college would focus on 
adults age 25 and older. The idea 
is to work with employers ina 
range of careers: health care, 
home support services, and 
child development to begin 
with, then add more in time, 
said Eloy Ortiz Oakley, the 
state’s community college chan- 

College continues on A8 


Working with 
nature to solve 
bay water rise 


Vulnerable sites throughout area 
addressed in design competition 


By John King 


Channelized creeks opened 
up so that sediment can spill 
into the bay and bring marshe 
back to life. Landscaped wa- 
terways lined by high-rise 
housing. Floating buildings 
grouped inside new lagoons 
along the shore. 

These visions, of a region 
where cities and nature are 
entwined more closely than 
ever before, aren’t the work of 
idle dreamers. They’re re- 
sponses to the likelihood that 
sea level rise in coming de- 


nities.” 


cades will transform the body 
of water that gives the Bay 
Area its name — and part ofa 
design competition that is 
s | about to enter its final lap. 

“Its been refreshing to start 
focusing on one location,” said 
Richard Mullane, a principal at 
Hassell, an Australian firm. 
“Looking at the entire bay is 
different than working with 
and listening to actual commu- 
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Hassell leads one of the 10 
teams taking part in the Bay 
Area Challenge being held by 

Bay continues on A12 
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Michael Macor / The Chronicle 
Islais Creek Channel, near Third and Cesar Chavez streets in San Francisco, is being studied for solutions to sea-level rise. 
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Florida 
drilling 
ban may 
hit home 


California could 
benefit in court 
from exemption 
By Bob Egelko 


The outrage among Califor- 
nia and most other coastal 
states over President Trump’s 
order to allow offshore oil and 
gas drilling nationwide was 
only heightened by the adminis- 
tration’s decision this week to 
exempt Florida, at the behest of 
its Republican governor. 

But the exemption could end 
up helping California and its 
coastal residents if they go to 
court. 

“Tt’s harder to argue that this 
(drilling program) has a rational 
basis,” as the law requires, Eric 
Biber, an environmental law 
professor at UC Berkeley, said 
Wednesday. “If the argument 
for Florida is ...a reason that 
applies everywhere else as well, 
it doesn’t make much sense.” 

Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke said Tuesday that the 
administration had decided to 
continue a ban on drilling in 
federal waters off Florida’s 
coast after Gov. Rick Scott had 
persuaded him the state “is 
unique and its coasts are heavily 
reliant on tourism as an eco- 
nomic driver.” His rationale 
drew an indignant response 
from California Attorney Gen- 
eral Xavier Becerra, who said 
Zinke’s description also fits the 
nation’s most populous state. 

“Tf that’s your standard, we, 
too, should be removed from 
your list. Immediately,” Becerra 
told Zinke in a Twitter message. 
In an interview Wednesday, 
Becerra stopped short of prom- 
ising a lawsuit, saying his office 
could take on the issue “in the 
court of public opinion or the 
court of law,” but said California 
has abundant legal tools at its 

Drilling continues on A9 


Open GOP House seats 
no sure bet for Dems 


By Joe Garofoli 


When GOP Reps. Ed Royce 
and Darrell Issa announced 
this week that they wouldn’t 
seek re-election, Democrats 
might have assumed their at- 
tempt to retake the House had 
gotten easier. 

Yet, the composition of their 
Southern California districts — 
districts won by Hillary Clinton 
in the 2016 presidential contest 
and targeted by the national 
Democratic Party in the 2018 
midterm elections — makes 
that less than likely. The two 
retirements might have even 
strengthened the GOP’s hand. 

That’s because even though 
Clinton beat Trump there, 
voters in those districts rarely 


vote for Democrats. And even 
though there is a lot of grass- 
roots energy driven by opposi- 
tion to Trump in Orange Coun- 
ty, Democrats don’t havea 
strong record of turnout in 
years when there’s no presi- 
dential race. 

“There was always a bit of 
irrational exuberance by Dem- 
ocrats who believed that they 
would easily win any of these 
Republican-held districts,” said 
Paul Mitchell, vice president of 
Political Data, which provides 
voter information to campaigns 
and pollsters in both parties. 

Still, Democrats believe they 
caught their second huge break 
this week when Issa unexpect- 
edly announced Wednesday he 

Midterms continues on A8 
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Ana Rodriguez came to the 
United States from Mexico as 
a child. She said she’ll see 
what happens next. 
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By Hamed Aleaziz 


Within minutes of a San 
Francisco federal judge’s order 
barring the Trump administra- 
tion from ending a program 
that protected nearly 700,000 
immigrants from deportation, 
attorney Marissa Montes’ 
phone was inundated with text 
messages and calls from cli- 
ents. 

“When can I come in? Can I 
come in tomorrow? Can I file 
an application tomorrow?” 
asked one client, whose protec- 
tion from deportation under 
the Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals program, or 
DACA, is scheduled to end in 
March. 

It’s a question Montes, co- 


DACA recipients eager 
to act following order 


» Legislative solution: Mem- 
bers of both parties still working 
on plan for “Dreamers.” A9 


director of the Loyola Im- 
migrant Justice Clinic in Los 
Angeles, and other advocates 
and attorneys fielded all Wed- 
nesday, a day after U.S. District 
Judge William Alsup ordered 
the federal government to 
continue the program for un- 
documented immigrants who 
were 16 or younger when they 
arrived in this country. 

Alsup’s order would allow 
those who had DACA status as 
of September to apply for re- 
newals of their two-year pro- 
tection from deportation and 

Immigration continues on A9 


